Birds on decline around the world 
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Some of Britain's favourite birds are at risk of dying out, according to a new report that has compiled extensive evidence of a global decline in birds. 
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Some of the British birds whose habitat is under threat. Clockwise, from left: corn bunting, common cuckoo and turtle dove

The cuckoo, turtle dove, grey partidge and corn bunting have all seen large declines in their populations.

Birdlife International brought together all the latest data on state of birds around the world. The report found species are declining across the globe due to a loss of habitat. 

The main threats to birds worldwide are agriculture, logging and invasive species. 

Dr Mike Rands, chief executive of BirdLife, said the fall in bird numbers relects the degradation of the natural environment around the world.
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He said: "Birds provide an accurate and easy way to read the environmental barometer, allowing us to see clearly the pressures our current way of life is putting on the world's biodiversity" 

The report said government targets to slowing or halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 were unlikely to be met because of a lack of money or commitment. 

Many birds in Asia were declining because of trapping for captivity while in South America the destruction of forests is a serious problem. 

A study of 124 of Europe's common birds which took place over a a 26-year period found almost half of those surveyed had declined across 20 countries, with farmland birds doing particularly badly. 

The familiar common cuckoo has declined by 17 per cent, while species such as turtle-dove, grey partridge and corn bunting have dropped by 62 per cent, 79 per cent and 61 per cent respectively. 

The story is the same for birds migrating between Europe, the Middle East and Africa, which have suffered 40 per cent population declines over just three decades, according to the report. 

Dr Rands added: "Birds hit by agricultural intensification in Europe may also suffer from excessive hunting in the Middle East and desertification of their African wintering grounds. 

"These species are being hit at all stages of their annual journeys. Common migratory species such as Eurasian wryneck, Northern wheatear, sedge warbler and common nightingale are silently disappearing. 

Dr Mark Avery, Director of Conservation at the RSPB, said people will notice the decline in birds in Britain. 

"People love birds and notice when they start to disappear from fields and hedgerows. They ask why numbers are falling," he said. 

"The answer is man's impact on the global environment, through the intensification of farming and fishing, our role in the spread of invasive species, logging and the replacement of natural forest with plantations. 

"Then there is man-made climate change, which may prove the most serious threat of all. 

"Because birds are found almost everywhere on earth, they can act as our eyes and ears. What they are telling us is that the deterioration in biodiversity and the environment is accelerating, not slowing." 

A spokeswoman for the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs said: "This report is a timely reminder of the serious state of the world's biodiversity and the challenges for governments.

"The UK is committed to wildlife projects worldwide and we were pleased to be able to support the report through our Darwin initiative. "This valuable research will help international understanding of how best to tackle the decline in bird species." 
